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The AP System

By Alexandria Sun
Sep 2026

College preparation can start years before college applications. Some schools offer advanced track
programs that give students a better chance at entering their desired university by allowing them to
take more advanced classes earlier in their education. One such program is the AP (Advanced
Placement) system. At the request of a high school in the US or Canada, the organization running the
AP System will review each of the college-level courses that the school offers. Courses that pass
certain standards will be allowed to use “AP” in its name. AP courses aim to give students the
opportunities to experience the rigor expected in college and receive college credits early. There are
currently more than 40 AP courses, each with their own final exam administered in May. AP exam
results, which come out in July, determine how much college credit a student can receive.

Whether or not those credits count towards graduation depends on the college a student ends up
attending, but if accepted, these greatly expand the options a student has for their education.

AP Course Offerings as of Aug 2026 source: College Board

Arts Sciences

AP 2D Art and Design AP Biology

AP 3D Art and Design AP Chemistry

AP Drawing AP Environmental Science

AP Art History
AP Music Theory

AP Physics 1: Algebra-Based
AP Physics 2: Algebra-Based
AP Physics C: Electricity and Magnetism

English AP Physics C: Mechanics

AP English Language and Composition
AP English Literature and Composition

AP World Languages and Cultures

AP Chinese Language and Culture

History and Social Sciences

AP African American Studies

AP Comparative Government and Politics
AP European History

AP Human Geography

AP Macroeconomics

AP Microeconomics

AP Psychology

AP United States Government and Politics
AP United States History

AP World History: Modern

Math and Computer Science
AP Calculus AB

AP Calculus BC

AP Computer Science A

AP Computer Science Principles

AP Precalculus

AP Statistics

AP French Language and Culture
AP German Language and Culture
AP Italian Language and Culture
AP Japanese Language and Culture
AP Latin

AP Spanish Language and Culture
AP Spanish Literature and Culture

AP Capstone Diploma Program
AP Research
AP Seminar

AP Career Kickstart

AP Business with Personal Finance
AP Cybersecurity
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