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During US school summer vacation from June to September, many high school-students aiming for
college will be preparing for the SAT and ACT exams.

The SAT and ACT were created to predict a student’s success in college. A test score from either exam
was required for entry to most colleges in the US until questions regarding the exams’ fairness caused
many schools to make test scores optional for applications in 2019.

Although this decision was meant to alleviate race, gender, and income inequality, doubt and
uncertainty rose among college hopefuls and their parents regarding how the remaining portions of
applications (essays, recommendation letters, etc.) affected admission. Some even argued dropping
scores would inflate inequality, citing these parts of the applications as heavily influenced by wealth
and educational background.

While these issues have caused a number of institutions to reintroduce the test score requirement in
2024, many schools, including some top universities, remain test-optional. Questions of how to turn a
person and their future into a score and whether or not to use that score for admissions remain
difficult ongoing issues for higher education in the US.


https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/whats-on-the-test/structure5174312960/1826234455736451072
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-preparation/act-exam-sections-and-structure.html
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