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A Rough Timeline of Senior Year
College Application Season
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High school is part of compulsory education in the US. It spans four years, starting from grade 9 and ending
at grade 12, after which roughly 60% of students continue on to college. These students typically start
applying to colleges as early as August at the start of their fourth year, one year before they intend to start
college.

Although each college or university has a slightly different application form, the holistic review approach is
largely the same. In addition to academics, students are evaluated based on their backgrounds, extra-
curriculars, letters of recommendation, volunteer work, leadership experiences, and even their personality.
Applications commonly include additional components like essay submissions and interviews through which
students can show recruiters how their experiences made them as a person and how they’ll work towards
their educational goals.

These applications take a lot of time and effort, especially if a student is applying to many schools. The
“college app season,” which starts when applications open in August and ends around January to February
for most schools, is also quite long. This is why many students will lighten their course load during this
period.
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