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Global Languages in US Schools
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Many American schools have been actively developing their language services and world language
education to support their ethnically-diverse communities. While the language offerings were limited
while | was growing up in the 90s, my old school district now offer courses for seven out of the many
languages spoken in my hometown of San Diego. Schools throughout California now also provide
Dual Language Immersion programs that continue through every stage of compulsory education to
cultivate cross-cultural understanding as well as high academic achievement. In addition to studying
English and another world language, students in these programs receive instruction on other subjects
like math and science in both languages. Parents can even take an active role in their child’s
education as volunteers to help with language immersion.

According to the California Department of Education, dual language programs in Californian schools
aim to have 50% English native speakers and 50% native speakers of the other language in the
classroom. The percentage of overall instruction in each language can vary per grade—for example,
programs may teach first graders with 80% in another language and 20% English, then next year, they
may adjust to teach 70% in another language and 30% English, with the goal to reach 50/50. Students
graduating from this program may test to receive a seal of biliteracy on their diploma, certifying their
ability to communicate in another language in addition to English.

This encouragement of international roots by allowing students to utilize the languages they speak at
home to enhance their education is just one way schools in the US are continuing to take steps
towards a more inclusive, cooperative future.

Sample of Language Allocation Percentages for Dual Language Immersion Programs
(Kindergarten and Elementary School)

“ 2nd Grade 3rd Grade 4th Grade 5th Grade 6th Grade
garten

50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50
90/10 90/10 90/10 80/20 70/30 60/40 50/50 50/50
80/20 80/20 80/20 70/30 60/40 50/50 50/50 50/50

80/10/10 80/10/10 80/10/10 70/20/10 60/30/10 50/40/10 45/45/10 45/45/10
(Trilingual)

Source: California Department of Education

Languages offered at the CIR’s K-

What is the Seal of Biliteracy? 12 School District as of 2025

A seal of biliteracy proves that a student has reading, * Filipino

writing, and speaking proficiency in one or more e French Chinese and Spanish are

languages in addition to English. This seal is earned e German available in Dual language
. .. .. L programs!

by taking a specialized assessment. Originating in « Japanese

California in 2008, the seal is now offered in all 50 e Korean

states and the District of Columbia. e Mandarin Chinese

* Spanish


https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ml/edgedli.asp
https://www.powayusd.com/apps/pages/language-immersion-programs
https://www.powayusd.com/apps/pages/language-immersion-programs

	スライド 1
	スライド 2

