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The Bonds of Thanksgiving

By Alexandria Sun
Nov 2025

Fall is my favorite season for all of the delicious food! My siblings and | used to fly to my parents’
home in San Diego every year for Thanksgiving and help prepare a big dinner with all of our favorites.
Starting from the afternoon we’d churn out plates of dumplings, a whole steamed fish, cold seaweed
salads, and numerous other Northeastern Chinese dishes. While it wasn’t the typical American
Thanksgiving spread, in the center of it all we still had the classic: a massive roasted turkey.

Thanksgiving is not just for family as the holiday celebrates all human connection. In the evening after
preparations were finished, | would wait by the window to hear the sound of cars pulling up on our
driveway. Seconds later, we would be greeted at our door by our friends and their families with big
hugs and massive dishes of their home cooking, chatting up a storm before they even entered the
house. Every year | look forward to my friends” mothers’ homemade spring rolls, salads, and noodle
dishes that are all as familiar to me as my own mother’s cooking.

A 'm always excited for my friend’s mom’s
signature spring rolls.

The Northeastern Chinese cuisine from my parents’
hometowns is our preferred Thanksgiving flavor. P>



