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CIR Column
A Year in Review

By Alexandria Sun
Sep 2025

In the span of just one year, I've already been able to experience so many of the best parts of
Matsusaka. | had the pleasure of looking out over the Kushida river from the Chakura bridge in the
summer, dressing up for the Ujisato Festival in the fall, hiking up Mt. Miune for rime frost in the
winter, and marveling at the castle ruins illumination in the spring. None of this would have been as
enjoyable (or possible!) without the kind people I've been so fortunate to befriend here!

Even daily life here is filled with so many precious moments-playing the Machikado piano on a Friday
afternoon, biking over the Sakanai River to the office, watching the sunset from top of the Castle
Ruins after a short jog. These are things | can’t experience anywhere else.

Now armed with more mobility options, | am excited to explore the Kahada Valley and climb more
rocks. Here’s to another year!

Highlights
2024-2025

The snowballs and rime
frost on the trees
| % " brought me inordinate
A big typhoon S T amounts of joy!
made the first few g %7
months very wet!
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| started coming to
the castle park more!

| love the cultural events at
the end of the year! | got to
be in the Ujisato Festival,
make washi, and see the
Hasegawa residence
illumination.

Had ayu for the
first time. Yum.




