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CIR Column

National Parks of the US

The world is your playground at a National Park where junior
ranger programs and signage teach you how to enjoy nature.

By Alexandria Sun
Jun 2025
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Preparing for a relaxing climb in Tuolumne
Meadows, Yosemite National Park.

Our first stop in every National Park on our road trip was the
visitor center. Visitor centers are often structured like
museums, with displays on local geography, flora, fauna, and
Native American history. In the center of it all stood counters where park rangers handed out maps,
informational pamphlets, and most importantly, activity booklets for children hoping to become
Junior Rangers. My siblings and | would each take one booklet before heading out for adventure.

Hiking through scenic trails on our afternoons and camping
every evening, we took our time at the parks learning about
nature and how to respect it. Trail signs became one of my
favorite things about the outdoors, and not just for their use
in filling out my Junior Ranger booklet. While the internet can
tell you the names of the plants you see, these signs show
you where the plants come from, what native people used
them for, and how they coexist with the actual birds and bugs
flying around you. Seeking trail signs made me feel like a

o o ] ) character in a video game, interacting with the world to
My phone is filled with pictures of signs like .
this. Matsusaka residents might recognize uncover treasure. The treasure was knowledge of everything

this sign of the local peaks! my eyes could see.
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All of that knowledge went into our booklets, which we presented to the visitor center before leaving
the park. We were then sworn in as official Junior Rangers and received our hard-earned badges.
While they seemed like prizes for winning at the time, each badge now represents to me a precious
experience with nature. These badges are gifts from my parents and everyone who believed in the
importance of teaching children about nature. 4

Climbing up Dozier Dome in Yosemite
National Park and resting by the stream
at the top.




