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Hi all! This is Alex, the Matsusaka CIR.

Although the number of people who watched anime was
relatively few in my childhood, by the time | started college,
anime had become more widespread as American streaming
services started to pick them up. People were no longer limited
to shows geared towards children and teens as a larger variety
of series for different audiences starting making it over to the
states. Newer series became available much quicker after their

original airing in Japan as subtitling and dubbing got faster and better than they had
been ten years ago. A shocking number of people | know who never used to show
interest in anime started talking about the latest shows. Anime was no longer
considered a niche hobby.

Twelve years after my first exposure to anime, |
sought out the anime my elementary school friend
loved. Part of it was for the nostalgia, but mostly it
was to fulfill my inner child who missed out on this
elusive part of childhood. | was long past the age
when knowledge of the show would have granted

_ me social leverage, but | nonetheless found

After anime gained traction in the states,  immense joy and value from the nostalgic hand-

the word “anime” became part of the drawn animation and simple, yet resounding moral
English lexicon, and events where themes

cosplayers gather became more common.

Anime conventions are held every year That kid who was desperately searching for anime
and have gotten extremely popular. on her parents’ TV would have been excited to
know that one day, she would be able to watch all
the shows she likes in a future where Japanese
animation made its way into the daily lives of
people around the world.

~ Anime conventions usually have spaces lined with booths run by

o artists. Artists come here to sell prints, buttons, and other
merchandise with their art featuring anime characters and their own
original characters. This is where fans can meet other fans, buy art of
their favorite characters, and support their favorite artists.




