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CIR Column, Apr 205’5”.i ‘1?
Anime in America:
A Niche Hobby~™™

Hi all! This is Alex, the Matsusaka CIR.

When | started elementary school, | made a friend who was
absolutely obsessed with a particular children’s anime. When
we played pretend at recess together for the first time, she
assigned me the role of one of the heroines. Alas, | had never
seen the anime before and had no idea who this character was.
In order to properly fulfill my role, | went home and studiously
flipped the TV to the channel my friend promised me would
hold all the answers. There was nothing but static.

There was probably no child my age in Japan in the 90’s who didn’t know about that
show. In the states, however, watching anime on TV as a kid was a rare and hardcore
discipline. One was required to either pay for the right channels or turn on the TV at odd
hours. Staying up until 10pm was no easy feat for an eight year old, but | remember
desperately fighting sleep just to see what anime was all about. If you wanted to watch
another popular anime the next day, you’d have to forgo sleeping in and get up at 7am.
There was no rest for the weary anime fan.

However, the state of anime in the US changed drastically around the time | started
college. (Stay tuned next month for part two!)

In an attempt to appeal to audiences outside of
Japan, one particular children’s anime called onigiri
rice balls “jelly donuts” in the English dubbed version
of the show. This became a widely known localization
failure and is still joked about frequently online.

Remember when analog TVs were a thing?
We used to have one of these at home when | was a kid.




