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Hi all! This is Alex, the Matsusaka CIR.

Have you ever wondered what it’s like working in a foreign
country? As the place where many of us spend most of our adult
lives, the office shows us facets of culture a tourist might miss.

This month, I'd like to highlight some unique parts of Californian
office life.

Break rooms are a common fixture in an
American office, and are required by law in
California. Nearly every office you walk into
in California will have one that includes a
fridge, a sink, and a microwave. Fancier
offices will provide free snacks, coffee
makers, and lounge spaces. Those who
bring their own lunches should beware,
however, as lunches mysteriously
disappearing from the office fridge is
common enough that it’s become a running
joke in many American office dramas

In California, break rooms are required by law.

Typical office break rooms include microwaves,
fridges, and other essentials. (although nobody | know has ever

experienced this).

During my time in the tech industry, | got to experience
a slice of the Silicon Valley office life, which | learned is
unique from the typical office experience. One may be
surprised to find pets in an office, but for tech
companies, this is a common sight. Pet-friendly offices
allow employees to bring their pets with them to work
so that the pets don’t have to stay alone at home. Job
listings will include pet-friendliness as a perk alongside
typical tech office benefits, like career development
support and subsidized gym memberships.

Pet friendly policies are a huge plus
for people, like me, who love to be
around animals but don’t have pets.



