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Snow at Green Lake .
Seattle, WA
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Happy almost-Holidays! This is Alex, the Matsusaka CIR!

As the holiday season is approaching, | want to share with you
all a Christmas event known in the U.S. as a white elephant.

In the states, Christmas and New Years are both spent with
family. Regardless of religion, it’s common for people to gather
with family on Christmas to exchange gifts at parties. The white
elephant is one such gift exchange party, but with special rules.
Contrary to the typical gift exchange, white elephants feature
gifts with comedic rather than practical value. Participants take turns

either selecting a random wrapped gift or stealing a gift from other participants, with
the game ending when all participants are holding gifts.

[A Column in a Column:\ White Elephant Standard Ruleset
West Coast Show - Each participant brings one wrapped gift. Gifts are
T gathered together in a central location.

- Participants determine the order in which each
selects a gift through a game or by drawing
numbers.

- The first person selects a gift and unwraps it.

- Each person afterwards has a choice of either:

* Unwrapping a new present, or
* Stealing someone else’s gift.

\ - When a gift is stolen, the person who was stolen

il , from may take either of the above actions, with the

Snow in Mammoth Lakes gets caveat that they can’t steal back the present that

so deep that it buries cars. was stolen from them.

- Each gift can only be stolen thrice.

- After everyone has a gift, the first person has the
choice to steal a gift. After their decision is made,
the game ends.

One of my favorite rule variations is to have presents stay
wrapped until the very end so that everything remains a
surprise. Feel free to change the rules as you please and
give it a try at your next holiday party!
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Although it used to be rare,

snow has fallen in Seattle
\consistently in recent winters.j




