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CIR Column, Nov 2024

La Jolla

With Love, from California San Diego, CA

Hello, and welcome to the CIR Column!

This is Alex, the new Coordinator of International Relations
(CIR) of Matsusaka starting August 2024. Although my parents
were born in Northeastern China, | was born in the states as a
part of the second generation diaspora. I’'m one of many
Chinese Americans from the US.

In this issue, I'll be introducing my home state of California.

Pristine Beaches

When | think of California I recall the glittering beaches
that | grew up swimming in often in the summers with
my family. My hometown of San Diego in particular is
known for mild weather and lovely beaches.

Torrey Pines State Natural Reserve

Lush Natural Features

The best of California’s natural landscapes are found in its nine
National Parks and 18 National Forests. California is also home to
some of the world’s most sought after rock climbing destinations, )\
including Yosemite, Joshua Tree, and Bishop’s Buttermilks. 3 y &
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Happy Boulders, Bishop, CA

San Diego’s Signature

As for food, anyone who has spent time in San Diego knows the
name Tacos el Gordo, a restaurant widely considered to be the
best spot for authentic and (truly) life-changing tacos. It’s not
unusual for people to drive upwards to about an hour down to
get their specialty, tacos de adobada, for special occasions and
even the occasional craving.

Tacos de adobada

I’'m looking forward to introducing the many quirks and charms of California and San
Diego in this column. See you all in upcoming issues!



