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Japan & California’s

Bamboo |

Hello everyone!

Matsusaka City CIR Cory Howell here.

My time in Matsusaka is coming to an end in July, and
I'll be heading back to the States. Thanks to everyone
who read my column and supported while | was here!

Minoda’s Pamboo [Forest is like another world.

As | wandered through the dense grove, | could feel the busyness of
everyday life get farther and father away. Just a short walk from Matsusaka
Agricultural Park Bell Farm, Minoda Bamboo Forest Road offers a beautiful
trail, rest area with bench and wind chimes, and there’s even a notebook
where people have scribbled their thoughts. Being in the forest made me
stop and think about the bamboo back home in California.

Although we don’t have any natural bamboo on the West Coast of the
United States, there are a number of nurseries and parks that cultivate
bamboo imported from Asia. People who want to experience the vibe of
Japan or China often enjoy visiting these places, and recently bamboo has
been growing in popularity,
thanks to its beauty and
growing reputation for being
environmentally friendly.

Even so, bamboo in the
States is still rare compared to
Japan, and it's amazing to
have such a great forest here
in Matsusaka. If you haven’t
been to Minoda Bamboo

RS NS ‘ Forest Road yet, feel free to
Bamboo at the San Diego Botanic Garden go take a visit!
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