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" Singapore’s Hawker Culture
Part 1 of 3 B

Singapore’s traditional cuisine - “Hainanese chicken rice”

Hello everyone,
Matsusaka City CIR, Jeremy here!

Similar to Japan’s ‘washoku’, Singapore’s ‘hawker culture’
was registered as one of ‘UNESCO Intangible Cultural
Heritage’ in 2020.

The history of hawker culture

It began in the 19™ century, when Singapore was under the
British colonial rule.

At that time, Singapore prospered as a port city, and people
from various countries immigrated to Singapore to trade. As
selling food on the street was a lucrative business, more and
more hawkers started setting up stalls, offering their hometown

cuisines with a ‘Singapore touch’.

Official HP — Visit Matsusaka (EN)
After the Second World War, hawker became a popular

profession due to the difficulty in finding employment.

However, as more hawker stalls began opening
on the street, it gave rise to hygiene and
management issues such as the infestation of
rats and increased cases of food poisoning.

Therefore, as a countermeasure, the government
began plans to build hawker centers in the 1970s.

Singapore's hawker culture has come a long way
since then, and it continues to change even

A hawker stall in 1959 today, with stalls offering Japanese and Western
Source: National Archives of Singapore cuisines as well
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