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“In Japan and the USA How D|fferent Are They’>

Hello everyone!

My name is Cory Howell, and | arrived in Matsusaka City |
in October as a CIR. In this column, I'll be sharing thoughts '}
about life in Matsusaka and my home state of California.

Rcccntly, | visited a u~Pic|< strawbcrry farm

in Matsusaka. | think of spring as the season for strawberries, and we’re
certainly in the middle of strawberry season at the moment.

| was surprised to find that in Japan, when you visit a u-pick strawberry
farm, you don’t pick the strawberries and take them home—you eat them
right then and there, and you eat as many as you want. Back in the States,
it's ok to eat one or two strawberries to taste them, but generally you’re not
supposed to eat them at the farm—you put them in a bucket and take them
home.

Also, in Japan, the experience was
very comfortable: the farm is indoors,
the planters are raised, and you can
stand and pick the berries. In the US,
the experience is made to be like
you're a farmer: the strawberries are
in a field outdoors, and you walk
through dirt and bend down to pick
the berries.

| think both experiences have their
own types of fun. Do you plan on
picking your own strawberries this
year?

U-pick strawberries in Japan.
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