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About Us
The Matsuura Takeshiro Memorial Museum houses 1,505 Important Cultural
Properties and 223 Mie Prefecture Designated Cultural Properties, the
majority of which are historical documents. 
Since opening in 1994, the museum has collected, preserved, and
researched materials related to Matsuura Takeshiro, as well as organizing
exhibitions and educational programs. The special exhibition gallery
features a new exhibition every two months, showcasing the many facets
of Matsuura Takeshiro's life and achievements to the public.
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Matsuura Takeshiro

A  M i e - b o r n  E x p l o r e r  ( 1 8 1 8 - 1 8 8 8 )

P E R M A N E N T  E X H I B I T I O N  G U I D E

M a t u u r a  T a k e s h i r o  M e m o r i a l  M u s e u m

The Man Who Named Hokkaido



In Edo-period Japan, there lived 

a man in search of the truth.

With unwavering determination, 

he turned his gaze towards 

the far north...



Introduction

Matsuura Takeshiro played an active role in history from the
end of the Tokugawa Shogunate to the beginning of the Meiji
period, and spent his entire life walking across Japan.
Traveler, explorer, writer, publisher, and scholar... He was a
man of many talents and accomplishments, driven by a strong
desire for knowledge and adventure. Today, he is most
remembered as the man who named Hokkaido. 
He had an open heart that embraced different values, an
open mind free from prejudice, and the strength to forge ever
onward... Trace the footsteps of a man whose journeys helped
shape Japan's history—discover his story at the Matsuura
Takeshirō Memorial Museum.

W h o  w a s  
M a t s u u r a  T a k e s h i r o ?

Age 16 ~ 27

Takeshiro took his first trip at the age of 16. He then traveled
across the country, visiting historic ruins and sacred
mountains. He tried to visit China and India from Kyushu
(Japan's southernmost main island), but was forced to turn
back, as Japanese were forbidden to leave the country. 
In Nagasaki, he became aware of Russian activity and its
growing influence in northern Japan. Thus, decides to travel to
Ezo (modern-day Hokkaido).

W a n d e r i n g  t h e  
P r o v i n c e s  o f  J a p a n



T a k e s h i r o ’ s  T r a v e l  M e m o i r s  ( A r o u n d  t h e  A g e  o f  1 9 )
A s  h e  t r a v e l e d ,  h e  m a d e  n o t e s  a n d  s k e t c h e s  o n  

e a c h  r e g i o n ’ s  l a n d m a r k s  a n d  r u i n s

J o u r n a l  F r o m  t h e  S h i k o k u  P i l g r i m a g e  R o o t  ( A g e  o f  1 9 )
R e c o r d s  o f  h i s  p i l g r i m a g e  o f  t h e  8 8  S a c r e d  P l a c e s  i n  S h i k o k u

( J a p a n ' s  s m a l l e s t  m a i n  i s l a n d )



Age 28 ~ 41

After his first exploration of Ezo at the age of 28, he returned
five more times to carry out detailed investigations with the
support of the indigenous Ainu people. He produced as many
as 151 investigative records from these expeditions. 
By publishing his travel journals and maps, Takeshiro tried to
communicate the unique nature of Ezo and the richness of
Ainu culture.

E x p l o r a t i o n  o f  E z o

E z o  M a n g a  
( P u b l i s h e d  1 8 5 9 )

M i n i - E n c y c l o p e d i a  o f  
A i n u  C u l t u r e

N o r t h  E z o  J o u r n a l
( P u b l i s h e d  1 8 6 0 )

T a k e s h i r o  E x p l o r i n g  w i t h
 t h e  A i n u  P e o p l e



Age 51 ~ 53

During the Meiji Restoration, Takeshiro served as a bakufu
(shogunate) magistrate for the Development Commission.
During this time, he began to think of names for Ezo and its
provinces, based on names used by the indigenous Ainu
people. The origin of the name, “Hokkaido” lies in the Ainu
word kai, meaning “people born on this land.” Takeshiro
coined the name “Hokkaido”, which can be interpreted as 
“the land where the Ainu people of the north live.” The name
was later officially adopted and remains in use today.

M e i j i  D e v e l o p m e n t
C o m m i s s i o n

R e p o r t  o n  t h e  N a m e  S e l e c t i o n  f o r  H o k k a i d o  ( 1 8 6 9 )
T h e  n a m e  i n  w h i c h  T a k e s h i r o  p r o p o s e d

— “ H o k k a i d o u ” —  c a n  b e  s e e n  w r i t t e n  h e r e



M a p  o f  H o k k a i d o  a n d  I t s  C o u n t i e s  ( P u b l i s h e d  1 8 6 9 )
T h e  f i r s t  m a p  p u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  
a f t e r  t h e  i s l a n d  w a s  r e n a m e d  t o  “ H o k k a i d o ”



Age 69 ~ 71

In his twilight years, Takeshiro traveled throughout Japan,
collecting antiques and visiting shrines dedicated to the God
of Scholarship. Even in his old age, his spirit of adventure
never faded; he climbed Mt. Ōdaigahara on the border of 
Mie and Nara Prefectures at the age of 68 and Mt. Fuji at 70.
Takeshiro reflected on his life of travel in a study measuring
just one tatami mat in size. This room was built from materials
taken from historic buildings gifted to him from across Japan.

C o n t i n u i n g  t h e  J o u r n e y :
T h e  O n e - M a t  R o o m

H e i j y u t s u  Z e n s h i  ( P u b l i s h e d  1 8 8 6 )
T a k e s h i r o  c l i m b i n g  M t .  O d a i g a h a r a



O n e - M a t  R o o m
O r i g i n a l  s t i l l  r e m a i n s  t o d a y  a t

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C h r i s t i a n  U n i v e r s i t y  ( I C U )  i n  M i t a k a  C i t y ,  T o k y o



B o r n  i n  S u g a w a  V i l l a g e  o f  I c h i s h i  C o u n t y ,  I s e  P r o v i n c e
 ( c u r r e n t  O n o e ,  M a t s u s a k a  C i t y ) .
S t u d i e d  i n  t h e  a c a d e m y  o f  T s u  D o m a i n  f r o m  s c h o l a r ,  H i r a m a t s u  R a k u s a i .  
T r a v e l l e d  t o  E d o  a n d  s t u d i e d  s e a l  e n g r a v i n g  f r o m  Y a m a g u c h i  G u s h o .  
S e t s  o u t  o n  a  j o u r n e y  t o  t r a v e l  a c r o s s  t h e  e n t i r e  c o u n t r y .
V i s i t s  a l l  8 8  s a c r e d  s i t e s  o f  S h i k o k u  ( J a p a n ' s  s m a l l e s t  m a i n  i s l a n d ) .
O r d a i n e d  i n  N a g a s a k i  a n d  b e c o m e s  c h i e f  p r i e s t  o f  a  t e m p l e  i n  H i r a d o ,  K y u s h u .
T r i e d  t o  c r o s s  t o  t h e  K o r e a n  P e n i n s u l a ,  b u t  o n l y  m a k e s  i t  a s  f a r  a s  
T s u s h i m a  I s l a n d  d u e  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  i s o l a t i o n  p o l i c y  a t  t h e  t i m e .
T h r o u g h  a c q u a i n t a n c e s  i n  N a g a s a k i ,  b e c a m e  a w a r e  o f  R u s s i a n  a c t i v i t y  a n d  i t s
g r o w i n g  i n f l u e n c e  i n  n o r t h e r n  J a p a n .  T h u s ,  d e c i d e s  t o  h e a d  t o  E z o
 ( p r e s e n t - d a y  H o k k a i d o ) .  S t o p s  b y  h i s  h o m e  t o  v i s i t  h i s  p a r e n t s ’  g r a v e s .
T r i e s  t o  g o  t o  E z o  a n d  g e t s  a s  f a r  a s  A o m o r i ,  b u t  i s  f o r c e d  t o  t u r n  b a c k  d u e  t o
s t r i c t  s e c u r i t y  o n  t r a v e l e r s .
R e a c h e s  E z o  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  a n d  t r a v e l s  a l o n g  t h e  P a c i f i c  C o a s t  a n d
r e a c h e s  t h e  t i p  o f  C a p e  S h i r e t o k o .
2 n d  E z o  e x p e d i t i o n :  i n v e s t i g a t e s  t h e  i s l a n d  o f  K a r a f u t o  ( S a k h a l i n ) .  
O n  t h e  w i n t e r  s o l s t i c e  i n  E s a s h i ,  h o l d s  t h e  e v e n t  “ 1 0 0  S t a m p s  a n d  1 0 0  P o e m s ”
w i t h  R a i  M i k i s a b u r o .
3 r d  E z o  e x p e d i t i o n :  i n v e s t i g a t e s  K u n a s h i r  a n d  I t u r u p  i s l a n d s .
C o m p l e t e d  s u m m a r i z i n g  t r a v e l  l o g s  o f  t h e  3 r d  e x p e d i t i o n .
D i s c u s s e s  t h e  d e f e n s e  o f  J a p a n e s e  w a t e r s  w i t h  l o y a l i s t  S h o i n  Y o s h i d a .
A t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  U w a j i m a  C l a n ,  i n v e s t i g a t e s  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  C o m m o d o r e
P e r r y  a n d  h i s  p a r t y ,  w h o  w e r e  i n  S h i m o d a  C i t y .
A p p o i n t e d  “ O f f i c i a l  E n v o y  t o  E z o ”  b y  t h e  S h o g u n a t e .
4 t h  E z o  e x p e d i t i o n :  i n v e s t i g a t e s  t h e  c o a s t a l  l i n e  a n d  S a k h a l i n  I s l a n d .
5 t h  E z o  e x p e d i t i o n :  i n v e s t i g a t e s  t h e  I s h i k a r i  a n d  T e s h i o  R i v e r s .
6 t h  E z o  e x p e d i t i o n :  i n v e s t i g a t e s  t h e  H o k k a i d o  c o a s t a l  l i n e ,  T o k a c h i ,  K u s h i r o ,
a n d  H i d a k a  P r o v i n c e s .
S u b m i t s  r e p o r t s  o f  h i s  4 t h  t o  6 t h  e x p e d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  S h o g u n a t e .  
P u b l i s h e s  a  b o o k  w i t h  d e t a i l e d  m a p s  o f  E z o  a n d  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  A i n u  c u l t u r e .
M a r r i e d  i n  t h e  s a m e  y e a r .
F o r  a  p e r i o d  u n t i l  1 8 6 4 ,  p u b l i s h e s  p o p u l a r  t r a v e l e r  j o u r n a l s  o f  h i s  t r i p s  t o  E z o .
A p p o i n t e d  H a k o d a t e  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o m m i s s i o n e r  b y  t h e  M e i j i  G o v e r n m e n t .
S t a r t s  t o  c o m e  u p  w i t h  n a m e s  f o r  t h e  i s l a n d  o f  H o k k a i d o ,  i t s  g o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d
i t s  c o u n t i e s .
L e a v e s  h i s  j o b  a s  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  g i v i n g  u p  h i s  a r i s t o c r a t i c  r a n k
o f  j u g o i  ( D u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e ,  h e  t r a v e l s  a r o u n d  J a p a n  c o l l e c t i n g  h i s t o r i c a l
a r t i f a c t s  a n d  v i s i t i n g  s h r i n e s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  G o d  o f  S c h o l a r s h i p ,  T e n j i n ) .  
C l i m b s  M t .  O d a i g a h a r a  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  a n d  p u b l i s h e s  a  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  c l i m b .
C l i m b s  M t .  O d a i g a h a r a  f o r  t h e  s e c o n d  t i m e .
C l i m b s  M t .  O d a i g a h a r a  f o r  t h e  t h i r d  t i m e ,  t r a v e l s  t h e  b r e a d t h  o f  w e s t e r n
J a p a n ,  a n d  c l i m b s  M t .  F u j i .  G a t h e r s  m a t e r i a l s  f r o m  o l d  s h r i n e s  a n d  t e m p l e s
a c r o s s  J a p a n  t o  b u i l d  t h e  O n e - M a t  R o o m  i n  h i s  h o m e .
P a s s e s  a w a y  i n  h i s  h o m e  i n  K a n d a  G o k e n - c h o ,  T o k y o ,  o n  F e b r u a r y  1 0 t h .
A  g r a v e  i s  e r e c t e d  f o r  h i m  a t  S h o f u k u j i  T e m p l e  i n  A s a k u s a ,  b u t  i s  l a t e r  m o v e d
t o  S o m e i  C e m e t e r y .
A s  h e  r e q u e s t e d ,  a  m e m o r i a l  s t o n e  c o n t a i n i n g  h i s  a s h e s  i s  e r e c t e d  a t  
M t .  O d a i g a h a r a

Timeline T h e  L i f e  o f  T a k e s h i r o
–  F r o m  B i r t h  t o  D e a t h  –

1 8 1 8  ( A g e  1 )
 
1 8 3 0  ( A g e  1 3 )
1 8 3 3  ( A g e  1 6 )
1 8 3 4  ( A g e  1 7 )
1 8 3 5  ( A g e  1 9 )
1 8 3 9  ( A g e  2 2 )
1 8 4 2  ( A g e  2 5 )  

1 8 4 3  ( A g e  2 6 )

1 8 4 4  ( A g e  2 7 )

1 8 4 5  ( A g e  2 8 )

1 8 4 6  ( A g e  2 9 )

1 8 4 9  ( A g e  3 2 )
1 8 5 0  ( A g e  3 3 )
1 8 5 3  ( A g e  3 6 )
1 8 5 4  ( A g e  3 7 )

1 8 5 5  ( A g e  3 8 )
1 8 5 6  ( A g e  3 9 )
1 8 5 7  ( A g e  4 0 )
1 8 5 8  ( A g e  4 1 )

1 8 5 9  ( A g e  4 2 )

1 8 6 0  ( A g e  4 3 )
1 8 6 8  ( A g e  5 1 )
1 8 6 9  ( A g e  5 2 )

1 8 7 0  ( A g e  5 3 )

1 8 8 5  ( A g e  6 8 )
1 8 8 6  ( A g e  6 9 )
1 8 8 7  ( A g e  7 0 )

1 8 8 8  ( A g e  7 1 )

1 8 8 9
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